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PREFACE

Dear Partners,

True to its annual tradition since 2009, the National Commission for Lebanese
Women (NCLW] is proud to present you its 2014 annual report.

The following introduction lists some of NCLW'’s latest achievements as the
report highlights all the details of each of the activities and projects NCLW has
implemented.

1.

NCLW published a reference book entitled “Women’s rights in Lebanese
legislation: new provisions and desired reforms”. This book is a continuation
of the documentation of all the laws and decrees referring to women that
NCLW has begun to work on in cooperation with United Nations Fund for
Population (UNFPA).

It also highlights the status of these laws in the legislative and administrative
process, and helps advocates to follow the progression of their amendments
until their final approval. This reference book tackles the laws that need to be
amended in order to fulfill equality between men and women. For example,
the right of Lebanese women to transmit their nationality to their families and
their right to benefit from a temporary special measure in the electoral law
known as quota. The book also sheds lights on the important amendments to
be made in the penal code and the necessity to protect women from domestic
violence. It also covers the laws that have an economic and social impact on
women such as the social security law, the labor law, the commercial and
bankruptcy law.

Within the context of the “National campaign to protect minor girls from
early marriages” that NCLW has launched on International Women'’s day
in collaboration with the Lebanese American university (LAU), NCLW has
prepared and presented a draft bill through the member of parliament
Ghassan Mukheiber with the aim of protecting minor girls from early
marriages. That draft bill was adopted by the Committee of Human Rights in
the Lebanese Parliament and has been submitted to the Administration and
Justice Committee.

NCLW has continued its efforts to amend existing social and economic
legislations in the context of the “National Campaign to amend provisions in
social and economic legislation that discriminate against women “the long
road ahead...” (Wayn Baadna). Therefore, NCLW has organized a consultative
meeting that gathered NGOs and selected ministries to draw a national
strategy to follow upon those amendments.
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4. NCLW has followed up on the implementation of the National Action Plan
(2013-2016) of the National Strategy for women in Lebanon (2011-2021)
in close collaboration with UNFPA. This had been achieved through the
development of an electronic platform that was specially designed to monitor
the progress accomplished in all the areas through a set of indicators.

5. NCLW has launched a series of workshops in the training centers it has
equippedin partnershipwith the AlWaleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation
after having assessed the needs with the municipality presidents.

6. NCLW has prepared the official Lebanese report on the implementation of
the Convention for the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), after being commissioned by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, which reflects NCLW'’s high level of professionalism and credibility.

7. NCLW carried on the electronic archiving of all its records in its continuous
effort to institutionalize its operations.

Those are in brief some of the achievements of NCLW for 2014.

Lastly, | would like to extend my deep appreciation to the active civil society
organizations working on women'’s rights. The continuous cooperation and
participation of all stakeholders will help achieve complete citizenship and
equality between men and women.

NCLW SECRETARY GENERAL
FADY KARAM
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INTRODUCTION

The National Commission for Lebanese Women (NCLW]) undertakes various
activities to improve the status of women and to establish equal opportunities
for both men and women in Lebanon. Since 2009, NCLW has been publishing
an annual report of its achievements in a bid to bolster communication with
its local, regional and international partners and supporters. The 2014 report
begins with a highlight of last year’s activities and achievements, and presents a
summary of the activities planned for the future.

AT A GLANCE...

NCLW is an official body that was formed in 1998 by law 720, and is directly
affiliated to the presidency of the Council of ministers which appoints its
members by decree for a renewable three-year term.

The general assembly of NCLW is composed of 24 members. Women members
of parliament and ministers are considered ex-officio members of NCLW and
are granted a consultative status during their term.

The general assembly is entrusted with the responsibility of electing 8 of its
members to occupy postsin NCLW's executive bureau. The First Lady of Lebanon,
Mrs. Wafaa Sleiman chairs the Executive Bureau. Mrs. Randa Assi Berriand Mrs.
May Mikati occupy the positions of Vice-Presidents.

NCLW members work through permanent and ad hoc committees in submitting
program proposals to the Executive Bureau, as well as following up implemented
projects and activities.

The following represents the permanent committees: Legislative Committee,
Economics and Labor Committee, Education and Youth Committee, Studies
and Documentation Committee, Media and Public Relations Committee, Health
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and Environment Committee, and finally Committee for the Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW].

The budget of NCLW is allocated from the budget of the Presidency of the
Council of ministers as well as from financial aid and donations received from
international organizations.

NCLW MISSION

As defined by law, the mission of NCLW comprises 3 scopes of activities:
consultative, coordinative and executive.

> Consultative activities
NCLW acts as the consultative body of the Lebanese government and of national
councils and institutions on all issues relating to the status of women, of
which gender-based issues. Of its primary focus are recommendations to the
government on policy and decision-making, on the development of strategies,
and on the development of frameworks for activities related to women
empowerment and gender equality.

> Coordinative activities
NCLW is the policy coordinator on gender-based issues between public
institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs]).

> Executive activities

NCLW'’s role on the executive level includes:

e The development of national strategies and plans for the advancement
of women in collaboration with different stakeholders, of which public
institutions and civil society organizations;

e The implementation of gender-sensitive projects;

e The elaboration and publication of studies and researches addressing
women issues;

e The organization of workshops, conferences and events on the national,
regional and international levels.
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. NCLW ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2014

This report highlights the achievements of NCLW in 2014 according to the
following headings:

National Strategy and Policy Work

Legislative framework

Practices discriminating against women

Networking with international, regional and local organizations

Gender mainstreaming in policies and programs

Economic Empowerment of women

Monitoring and reporting the status of women

Activating the Women Information Center and the e-portal and creating
social media pages

TIeMmMOooOwp

A. National Strategy and Policy Work

1. NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR WOMEN IN LEBANON 2011-2021

a. Overview

In collaboration with UNFPA, NCLW
proceeded to the drafting and updating
of the National Strategy for Women in
Lebanon. This collaborative initiative
sought the opinions of experts from
the civil society, public institutions and
international organizations working
in the field of women issues. This
work had started in 2011 with the
launching of the National Strategy
for Women in Lebanon and the
National Action Plan in 2013. This
participatory work will continue with
the monitoring of implementation of
the National Action Plan for 2013-2016
by the relevant ministries and public
administrations as well as the civil
society organizations.
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MILESTONES:

2011: UPDATING THE NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR WOMEN IN LEBANON
USING A PARTICIPATORY APPROACH

NCLW updated the National Strategy for Women in Lebanon using
a participatory approach through which NCLW cooperated with
representatives from civil society organizations and public institutions as
well as international institutions to set priorities for the advancement of
women’s situation in Lebanon. The National Strategy includes 12 strategic
goals and areas of intervention on various issues related to women and
gender.

2012: INITIAL APPROVAL OF THE STRATEGY:

The Council of Ministers gave its initial approval of the National Strategy
for Women in Lebanon in its session held on 12/6/2012.

2013: ADOPTION OF THE NATIONAL ACTION PLAN AND SETTING
INDICATORS TO MONITOR PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
NATIONAL STRATEGY

NCLW in collaboration with UNFPA put in place a detailed Action Plan in
order to implement the strategic goals of the National Strategy. This Action
Planwas developed in a participatory approach with the active collaboration
of civil society organizations and public administrations.

This plan included a set of indicators allowing stakeholders to
monitor progress in the implementation of the National strategy. In
2013, a questionnaire related to the various areas of intervention and
strategic objectives was developed and addressed to ministries, public
administrations, civil society organizations and UN agencies with a view
to monitor the implementation of the National Action Plan. In 2013,
interviews were also conducted with the above mentioned stakeholders to
collect the data needed for the drafting of a national report on the state of
implementation of the National Action Plan in the 12 areas of intervention.

b. Achievementsin 2014

> Development of an information system and database to monitor the
latest achievements

NCLW proceeded to the compilation of data from the relevant ministries and
public administrations and civil society organizations working on women issues
on the various activities implemented in the 12 areas of intervention identified by
the National Strategy for Women in Lebanon. The aim was to create a database
that includes primary information necessary for monitoring the progress made



STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Achieving citizenship to its fullest potential on the basis of full and
unconditional equality between men and women in rights and duties in
legal texts as well as in all fields of practice;

Promoting opportunities for girls and women in the areas of education
and training;

Achieving full equality between men and women in health care through
the provision of health services and care for girls and women including
reproductive health care;

Combating poverty among women and giving special attention to the
eradication of poverty in general,;

Promoting the participation of women in the economic sector;
Achieving full equality between men and women in all fields and sectors
and in decision-making positions;

Combating all forms of violence affecting girls and women in all areas;
Eradicating stereotyping of women in local culture and in such media
forms as radio, television and advertising;

Enhancing the contribution of women to environmental protection;
Strengthening the capacity of institutions concerned with women’s
issues at the national level and reinforcing the partnership between
NCLW and public departments and institutions as well as civil society
organizations;

Protecting girls and women in situations of emergency, armed conflict,
war and natural disasters;

Introducing gender mainstreaming in all fields.

as to implementation of the national action plan during the first year of its
conception.

To that end, a software was developed to allow ministries and public
administrations as well as civil society organizations to fill electronically the
activities they implemented in each sector. The goal is to measure the progress
made in each of the areas defined in the Strategy. The 2013 questionnaires are
available on NCLW website: www.nclw.org.lb or on the following link: http: /
www.nclw-applications.com.

The preliminary data sent by the associations, ministries and public
administrations were compiled and analyzed in a national report that reflects
the progress made in the 12 areas. This report allows active institutions and
administrations to highlight their achievements and orient their policies. At the
same time it provides donors with objective data on the activities undertaken to
improve the situation of women in Lebanon while reflecting the efforts made on
both the official and civil levels to implement the strategic objectives.



c. Future plans

Launch the first national report for 2013 on the implementation of the
National Strategy for Women in Lebanon (2011-2021);

Update the questionnaires and software in light of the remarks included in
the first annual report;

Prepare the second official report that contains activities undertaken in
2014 by public institutions and civil society organizations working on women
issues.

B. The legislative framework

With a view to amending law provisions that discriminate against women NCLW
is undertaking a full mapping and study of all laws to spot existing loopholes.
The aim is to amend these texts by submitting proposed amendments to the
relevant legislative bodies. NCLW is also drafting new texts of law regulating
social cases that might occur and pose a threat to fundamental human rights.

In this respect, NCLW is working on the following laws and legal issues:

1.

w

Follow-up on the “National campaign to amend provisions in social and
economic legislation that discriminate against women”;

Follow-up on the amendment of the Penal code;

Follow-up on the amendment of the Nationality Law;

Follow-up on the bill of law submitted to the Parliament on the regulation of
child marriage;

Follow-up on the implementation of the law on the protection of women and
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all family members against domestic violence;

6. Lobby for the adoption of a law for parliamentary elections based on
proportionality that stipulates a quota for women as a temporary and
transitional measure.

1. FOLLOW-UP ON THE “NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO AMEND PROVISIONS
IN SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LEGISLATION THAT DISCRIMINATE
AGAINST WOMEN"

a. Overview
In 2011, NCLW launched in collaboration with civil society organizations a
national campaign to amend provisions in social and economic legislation that
discriminate against women.

Below is a listing of the main reform requests and the legal amendments that
were approved in the last few years.

b. Achievements in 2014 and previous years
After the launching of the national campaign NCLW engaged in a close follow-
up of the work of the parliamentary commissions in charge of draft laws review.
NCLW developed a network with the civil society organizations to follow up on
the legislative reforms and drafting appropriate advocacy and lobbying plans.
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As a follow-up to this campaign and in collaboration with UNFPA, NCLW held a
consultative meeting that gathered more than 52 representatives of civil society
institutions and relevant public administrations.

The aim of the meeting was to adopt an action plan that would lead to a legislative
reform of the provisions in social and economic laws that still discriminate

against women.

The meeting led to the adoption of suggestions for amendment of existing laws

and drafting of the following new laws:

Articles to be amended Aim of the amendment

Labor law:
Adopt a paternity leave

Labor Law amendment of article 27 of the
law and annex 1

“industries in which it is prohibited to employ
children, juveniles and pregnant women”

Labor law:

Granting nursing mothers one hour for
breastfeeding for one year starting from the
delivery date (provided that it is in line with
the conditions stipulated in article 34 of the
labor law).

Commercial Law and Bankruptcy art. 629:
The objective is to ensure equality between
the bankrupt husband and wife towards
creditors.

Acknowledging for the working father a
paternity leave with full pay.

Amendment of article 27 by including one
exception regarding pregnant women:

“industries in which it is prohibited to employ
children, juveniles and pregnant women”

Addition of one hour for breastfeeding for
one year starting from the delivery date
provided that it is in line with the conditions
stipulated in article 34 of the labor law

Article 629 in its current form stipulates
that: a woman, whose husband was a trader
at the time of conclusion of the marriage

or did not have at that time a specific trade
then became trader within one year from
the marriage, does not have the right to file
a bankruptcy lawsuit for the benefits that
are stipulated in the marriage instrument. In
this case, the creditors do not have the right
to use as arguments the benefits that were
granted by the wife to her husband in the
said instrument.

Grants made during the marriage period are
to be considered null as well.
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Law regulating the teaching staff in private The objective is to amend this article so that
institutions promulgated on 15 June 1956. the amendment is in line with articles 28 and
29 of the labor law.

Amendment of article 24 of the law that
determines maternity leave to less than
what the labor law determines and subjects
it to different conditions with the objective
of making it in line with the provisions of the
labor law.

It is to be noted that article 24 in its current
form grants female teachers in private
institutions maternity leave as follows:

a. Two months with full pay;

b. A third month with half pay.

c. Future plans

e Pursue action in order to amend all remaining discriminatory provisions in
social and economic legislations through a legal review;

e Conduct comparative studies as well as other economic and social desk
review studies on the issues requiring amendment.

7

2. PENAL LAW

In 2014, NCLW in collaboration with UNFPA conducted a study that compiled
laws containing discriminatory provisions against women. The following table
lists the main amendments required or that have been adopted in the previous
years:
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3. THE LAW REGULATING MINORS’ MARRIAGE

a. Achievementsin 2014

On the occasion of the International Women’s day NCLW launched a national
campaign to protect minor girls from early marriage. In this framework NCLW
undertook a socio-legal study on the negative impact of early marriage both on
minors and on society entitled “protection of young girls from early marriage:
facts and prospects”. This study paved the way to a draft law in an attempt to
regulate child marriages in Lebanon since all marriages and family issues are
governed by religious laws. Subsequently, NCLW held series of meetings that
gathered lawyers specialized in the personal status field and judges from the
field of juvenile protection as well as members from the legal committee at
NCLW to prepare a draft law in this field. The draft law was submitted through
MP Ghassan Mukheiber to the Parliament and was registered at the Parliament’s
secretariat on 29 September 2014 under n° 30/2014.

auloal atihgll alpall
1ol algjll go calynlall

The draft law was transmitted to the Parliamentary Human Rights Committee
which held, on 14 October 2014, a session with the participation of NCLW and in
the presence of a representative of the ministry of Justice and a representative of
the Director General of Personal Status. The Human Rights Committee approved
the provisions of the amended draft law which was referred to the committee on
Administration and justice for further review.




b. Future plans:

e Organize campaigns to mobilize support for the draft law;

e Pursue action to adopt the law regulating minors’ marriage in other
parliamentary committees as a first step to its discussion and adoption in
the General Assembly.

4. LAWON THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

a. Overview:
In 2009, the Civil Society organizations formed a National Coalition for the
legislation of the Protection of Women from Family Violence. This coalition
submitted to parliament a draft law aiming at protecting women from violence
that she and her children are facing within the family.

b. Achievementsin 2014
Theyear 2014 witnessed a great achievement for women in the field of protection
from violence. After two years of continuous lobbying, the Parliament adopted
the “Law to protect women and all family members from violence in the family”.
(Official Gazette volume 21 date 15/5/2014 law n° 293).

Upon implementation of the law on several cases that were submitted to the
national courts of law the judges realized the existence of loopholes in some
of its provisions. Following that, many verdicts were pronounced with a view to
implementing the law in a just manner.
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SOME JUDICIAL RULINGS:

A decision taken by the judge of summary proceedings
in Beirut on 31/2/2014, in which he gave a larger
explanation of violence as stipulated in article 2 of the
said law. Mainly, cases of moral violence like insults,
humiliation, confiscating identity papers and mobile

phone and prevention from leaving the house.

A decision taken by the judge of summary proceedings
in Metn on 20/8/2014, in which the judge went even
beyond the principle of consecrating moral violence to
acknowledge that one of its forms resides in using the
child who is the fruit of marriage as violence means
against the wife or the husband victim of violence.

c. Future plans:

Work on amending the law with respect of the following:

e Broaden the legal protection scope for the juvenile that is provided for in the
“Law to protect women and all family members from violence in the family”
to encompass all minor children below 18 years of age so that protection is
not only limited to the children who are in age of nurture, in line with the law
on juvenile protection n° 422/2002;

e Broaden the concept of violence and its forms as stipulated for in article 2 of
the said law.




5. AMEND THE NATIONALITY LAW

a. Overview
NCLW conducted a study and prepared a draft law on the right of Lebanese
women to grant their nationality to their children, a right that is enjoyed by
their male counterparts. The draft law was based on a comprehensive study by
Judge John Azzi. The study was subject to a peer review by experts: Ziad Baroud,
Bahige Tabbara, Lina Abou Habib and members from NCLW legal committee.

NCLW called for a meeting of peer experts to discuss the draft law in preparation
for the advocacy campaign that it intends to launch to push for the adoption of
the draft law in Parliament.

On 13/6/2012, NCLW submitted the draft law to amend the Nationality Law to the
Secretary General of the Council of ministers requesting him to forward the draft
law to the ministerial committee formed for this purpose. After the rejection by
the committee of the draft law, NCLW issued a statement expressing its regret
for the failure of the committee to eliminate the discrimination Lebanese women
face, as a result of demographic and sectarian considerations, as mentioned by
the said committee.

b. Achievements
NCLW continues to call for the amendment of the Nationality Law to ensure
equality between men and women in this field.

c. Future plans

e Submitthe draft law that was prepared by NCLW in collaboration with experts
to the Parliament;

e Pursuetherelentless efforts that are exerted in parallel with all the initiatives
of the Civil Society Organizations to amend the Nationality Law.

6. THE ELECTION LAW AND THE QUOTA

NCLW continuesto call for the adoption of an election law thatadopts proportional
representation with a women’s quota as a temporary provisional measure. This
request came in the context of the national campaign entitled “Supporting
women in decision-making and peace building” launched in 2012.

C. Practices discriminating against women

NCLW is following up on the execution of the circular issued by the Banks
association in 2009 acknowledging the right for women to open a fiduciary
account for her minor children.
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At the level of administrative practices the year 2014 witnessed a large number
of decisions that consecrated women rights in Lebanon. It is important to
commend the move by the Civil Society Organizations regarding the notification
about a missing wife and not considering her as runaway from home, and in the
field of equality between men and women in getting a travel permission and
issuance of passports for minor children.

1. FIDUCIARY ACCOUNT

a. Achievements in 2014
NCLW continues its efforts with all banks to allow women to open a fiduciary
account in Lebanese banks.

Below is a list of banks that have already started implementing the circular
issued by the Banks Association:

e Banque Pharaon et Chiha e Syrian Lebanese Commercial Bank
e Banque du Liban et d’Outre-Mer e Banque Libanaise pour le
e Banque BEMO Commerce

e National Bank of Kuwait e Credit Libanais

e Ahli Bank e Bank of Beirut and Arab States

e Banque de U'Industrie et du Travail

A fiduciary Account is a bank account that the mother
opens and where the beneficiaries are her minor

children. She co-manages it with the Bank where the
account is open.




b. Future plans

e Work on the preparation and dissemination of a standardized special
contract to be adopted by the banks regarding the opening of credit accounts
by women;

e Update the list of banks that have started toimplement the Banks Association
circular.

2. RECTIFICATION OF CIRCULARS REGARDING THE NOTIFICATION OF
MISSING WIFE

The Cassation General Prosecution issued a circular to all General Prosecution
judges instructing them that in case there is a complaint against a wife who has
left her marital home, they have to issue a “search and investigation notification
for a missing person”. So far the complaints that used to be filed against a wife
who leaves her marital home were filed on the basis of “fleeing the marital
home”. They used to give way to the issuance of a search and investigation
notification against the wife which puts her under the threat of being arrested
and humiliated.

3. EQUALITY IN GETTING A TRAVEL PERMISSION AND ISSUANCE OF
PASSPORTS FOR MINOR CHILDREN

The Directorate General of the General Securityissued an administrative decision
requiring the mandatory permission and signatures of both parents for every
travel permission for a minor below 18 years of age. This decision entered into
force on 2 January 2014. Before this date, the General Security used to request
the permission of both parents to issue a passport in the case where their minor
children are below 7 years.

D. Networking with International, Regional and Local

Organizations

1. NETWORKING WITH THE UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES

> Cooperation between NCLW and the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA)

> Cooperation between NCLW and the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights ([UNOHCHR)

> Cooperation between NCLW and the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
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> Cooperation between NCLW and the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA])

a. Project overview

NCLWandUNFPAcontinuetheircooperationinaprogramaimedatmainstreaming
gender in public programs and policies. It is within this framework that the
National Strategy for Women in Lebanon 2011-2021 and the National Action plan
were developed.

b. Achievementsin 2014
Monitor the progress made in the implementation of the National Action
Planin 2013
NCLW monitored the progress made in the implementation of the National
Action Plan by the ministries and public institutions as well as the Civil
Society Organizations. The compilation of data was made through online
questionnaires uploaded on a software developed to monitor the latest
achievements in the 12 areas of intervention.
http://www.nclw-applications.com

Updating the database on the legal status of women

NCLW in collaboration with UNFPA updated the legal database that monitors
the progress made in the legislative process with regards to the amendment
of laws that include discriminatory provisions against women. The
information gathered was published in a study entitled “Women’s rights in
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Lebanese legislation: New provisions and desired reforms”. The study sets a
detailed strategy to follow-up on these laws while determining the partners
in charge of implementation as well as the challenges and opportunities for
its implementation. This study came within the framework of the periodic
updating process launched by NCLW in 2013 that gathered the draft laws and
decrees that were submitted to the Parliament and to the Cabinet in a first
study entitled “Women's rights in Lebanese legislation: a review of proposed
amendments between 2000 and 2013".

e Consultation meeting with civil society organizations

Following-up on the implementation of the National Action Plan for the
National Strategy, NCLW and UNFPA organized a consultative meeting that
gathered more than 52 representatives from the civil society organizations that
are working for gender equality and representatives from the ministries and
public administrations. The aim of the meeting was to adopt an action plan in
order to amend all remaining discriminatory provisions in social and economic
legislations through a participatory approach.

The participants unanimously agreed on the need to pursue the necessary legal
reforms in the different laws that include discriminatory provisions against
women. The participants agreed on the necessity to amend the following laws:

32 | Annual Report 2014




1. The National Social Security Law to ensure full equality between men and
women in the illness and maternity allowances as well as family allowances;

2. The labor law in order to adopt a paternity leave and to grant the working
nursing mother nursing time out of her working schedule;

3. The labor law in order to punish sexual harassment in the workplace;

4. The labor lawin order to widen its scope to encompass farmers and domestic
workers;

5. The amendment of the commerce and bankruptcy law in such a way as to
ensure equality between men and women in the case of bankruptcy.

c. Future plans

e Disseminate the first report on the implementation of the National Action
Plan for the year 2013;

e Compile data on the activities undertaken in 2014 by the various ministries
and public institutions and the Civil Society Organizations with a view to
monitor the progress made in the implementation of the National Action
Plan.

e Pursue cooperation with the UNFPA in order to amend all remaining
discriminatory provisions in legislations.

» Cooperation between NCLW and UNOHCHR

a. Project overview
NCLW in collaboration with the UNOHCHR (UN Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights) formed and built the capacities of a training team specialized
in gender issues. The team was tasked with delivering trainings on women and
gender issues. This collaboration comes within the framework of the overall
objective that was defined by NCLW to mainstream gender in public policies and
programmes.

b. Achievementsin 2014
In 2014 NCLW organized a number of training sessions for the newly appointed
gender focal points at ministries and public administrations.

Subjects of the training provided by NCLW specialized team:

e Gender concepts;

e Development concept and its relation with the gender concepts;

e International legal frameworks governing the exercise of Human Rights
including women Rights;

e National women machineries;

e Gender-based violence / women'’s health and women'’s participation in the
political and economic spheres from a gender perspective.
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c. Future plans
e Continue the cooperation with UNOHCHR in developing the competencies of
the training team;
e Tailor a training content customized to the needs of each of the target
categories.

> Cooperation between NCLW and ESCWA

NCLW prepared the official Lebanon report that reviews the progress made in
the implementation of the Beijing platform for action 20 years after its adoption.
The report was submitted to ESCWA.

The reports reviews the main achievements in the following fields: Awareness
raising, legislation and planning, respect of international treaties and
instruments, and progress made in the 12 critical areas of concern of the Beijing
platform for action.

OVERVIEW OF THE BEIJING PLATFORM FOR ACTION

The Beijing platform for action was adopted in 1995 during the Fourth World
Conference on Women and was reaffirmed during the twenty third special
session of the UN General Assembly in 2000. The Beijing platform for action
is a global framework to achieve gender equality and women and girls
empowerment. It calls upon governments, the International Community
and the Civil Society Organizations including the non-governmental
organizations and the private sector to adopt strategic measures in the 12
critical areas of concern of the Beijing platform for action that are: Women
and Poverty, Education and Training of Women, Women and Health, Violence
Against Women, Women and Armed Conflict, Women and the Economy,
Women in Power and Decision Making, Institutional Mechanisms, Human
Rights of Women, Women and the Media, Women and the Environment and
the Girl Child.

The Commission on the Status of Women reviews the progress made in the
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action every 5 years.

By 2014, three reviews had been made in 2000, 2005 and 2010. Each review
gave way to a final declaration that renewed world’s commitment to girls
and women empowerment and identified areas of priority for the following
five years.




2. NETWORKING AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL

> Cooperation between National Commission for Lebanese Women
and the Arab Women Organization

a. Achievementsin 2014
NCLW as a member of the Arab Women Organization (AWO) takes part in its
periodic meetings. NCLW team participates also in the trainings organized
periodically by the AWO.

b. Future plans
Continue networking with AWO through various joint projects and activities.

3. NETWORKING AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

On the National level, NCLW cooperates with various partners including
ministries, public administrations, Civil Society Organizations, and private
institutions to achieve its objectives.

> Networking for the implementation of the National Action Plan for
the National Strategy for Women in Lebanon (2011-2021)

In its efforts to implement the National Action Plan of the National Strategy
for Women in Lebanon 2011-2021, NCLW cooperated with a number of public
administrations and institutions, and Civil Society Organizations to review the
activities undertaken in 2013 in the 12 fields of the National Strategy.

> Launching of the national campaign to protect minor girls from early
marriage

a. Overview:
Lebanese society has in the past few years witnessed an increase in the number
of child marriages. In view of the negative repercussions that this carries on the
minor girl and society, NCLW launched a national campaign to protect minor
girls from early marriage. The campaign included a number of elements.

b. Achievementsin 2014
e Launching of the national campaign to protect minor girls from early
marriage
On the occasion of International Women Day on March 8, NCLW in
collaboration with the Lebanese American University (LAU) launched the
national campaign to protect minor girls from early marriage.
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e Preparing a study on child marriage
NCLW preparedasocio-legal study onthe effects of child marriagein Lebanon
and its repercussions on the girl’s life at the legal, health, educational, social
and economic levels.

¢ Documenting the negative repercussions of minor girls’ marriage in a short
film
During the launching of the national campaign to protect minor girls from
early marriage, a short film was also launched including testimonies by
three women who were married when they were minors. The film was co-
produced by NCLW and the Institute for Women Studies at the LAU.
The film can be screened on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bQrr0S87q0

e Draft law to regulate child marriage in Lebanon and submitting it to the
Parliament
NCLW prepared a draft law to regulate child marriage in Lebanon with a
number of eminent experts that included the legal experts’ team of NCLW
in addition to Judge Fawzi Khamis and lawyer Ibrahim Traboulsi. The draft
law was submitted to Parliament by the Rapporteur of the Human Rights
Commission MP Ghassan Mokheiber and it was registered under n° 30/2014.

e Organization of a seminar at Saint Joseph University on child marriage

NCLW took part in the “Youth Parliament” annual activity organized by the
Institute of Political Sciences at Saint Joseph University. The activity gathered
around 200 students from the Institute as well as students from 31 schools
that have been partnering with the Institute on this activity for years.
The aim of the activity is to raise awareness amongst school and university
students on the negative impact of child marriages and strengthen their
knowledge on the Parliaments mechanism of action and at the same time
improve their Human Rights culture. The Political Sciences Institute picked
three subjects for discussion in addition to child marriage namely: the traffic
code, Syrian refugees and nationality law.

c. Future plans:

e Continue awareness raising activities on the negative impact of child
marriage;

e Pursue action with the Parliament for the adoption of the draft law that was
prepared by NCLW and submitted to Parliament.

> Networking with the Ministry of Social Affairs
a. Project overview

As a follow-up to the national campaign to support women in decision-making
positions and peace building process that was launched by NCLW in 2012, NCLW
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and the Ministry of Social Affairs (MOSA) signed a cooperation agreement in
2013 within the framework of a joint project. The project is entitled “Promoting
women’s participation in local governance and development” and it is funded by
the Italian Embassy in Beirut-Italian Cooperazione.

The project aims at:

Mainstreaming gender in public policies;

Organizing workshops for organizations working on women issues;
Organizing a media campaign to encourage women to participate effectively
in politics.

b. Achievementsin 2014

Raising awareness of the advertisers on Gender concepts

NCLW team trained the advertisers’ team of the company in charge of the
preparation for the slogan of the national media campaign for the project
“Promoting women’s participation in local governance and development”.
The training covered gender concepts and aimed at raising the awareness of
the advertisers’ team about stereotypes and forms of discrimination against
men and women in the society. The training also included a review of the most
discriminatory laws and international covenants signed by Lebanon and in
which it commits to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women as
well as the provisions and articles on which Lebanon expressed reserves.
At the end of the training, the participants drew a roadmap for the media
campaign that will be launched through social media to encourage women
political participation.

Launching the national campaign to support women participation in
governance

NCLW and MOSA launched the “National campaign to support women
participation in governance” in the framework of the project on “Promoting
women’s participation in local governance and development” funded by the
Italian Embassy in Beirut-Italian Cooperazione during an event organized in
Beirut Souks.
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The event was followed by a dialogue session under the title “national issues
from a women leadership perspective” in which a number of independent
ladies participated as well as female representatives from Lebanese
parties who had previously participated in the project “Promoting women'’s
participation in local governance and development”.

A national media campaign to encourage women participation in politics
and decision making

NCLW and MOSA launched the National media campaign in the framework
of the project on “Promoting women’s participation in local governance and
development”. The announcement of the campaign tools like the film that
was produced and aired on all local televisions was made at Beirut Souks.
Special event pages were also open on social media like Facebook under the
link: https://www.facebook.com/womeningovernance and #shbe3na_7aki
was selected as hash tag for the campaign on social media.

To screen the short film that was produced for the campaign and aired by
local TVs visit the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KzIMbG-Lw

Launching the National Lexicon for Gender and Equality between Men and
Women

NCLW cooperated with MOSA on the preparation of a National Lexicon for
gender and equality between men and women. This lexicon offers simple
definitions of the basic concepts of gender and violence against women as
well as human rights law terms.

c. Future plans

Continue the cooperation with MOSA to achieve gender mainstreaming in
the policies of each of the two institutions;

Disseminate the national lexicon for gender and equality between men and
women amongst public institutions and administrations and Civil Society
Organizations in order to unify the understanding of gender concepts;
Continue the national campaign to encourage women participation in politics.
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> Networking with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigrants

NCLW cooperates with the ministry of Foreign Affairs on the preparation of
reports related to the status of women in Lebanon. In 2014 NCLW prepared the
CEDAW report after being officially commissioned by the ministry of Foreign
Affairs. NCLW prepared also the report that will be reviewed during the Universal
Periodic Review in 2015.

WHAT IS UPR?

The Universal Periodic Review involves a periodic
review of the human rights records of all UN member
states. It provides an opportunity for all States to
declare what actions they have taken to improve the
human rights situations in their countries and to fulfill
their commitments in the field of human rights.

The UPR was established on 15 March 2006 by the
General Assembly resolution 60/251 that created
also the Human Rights Council. The UPR is one of the
main tools of the Human Rights Council that aims at
improving the human rights situation in all countries
and addressing human rights violations wherever they
occur.

> Networking with municipalities by opening and activating training
centers in the various regions

a. Overview
NCLW cooperated with Al Waleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation to equip
centers to be used for training purposes at various Lebanese regions. These
could be used by the local authorities (municipalities, local associations, women’s
associations, youth associations...) for the implementation of specialized
trainings and other activities leading to the capacity developing of women and
other categories of the society.

b. Achievementsin 2014
e Needs assessment of the municipalities and drawing a raising awareness
and developmental plan customized to the needs of the regions

NCLW held a consultation meeting with the presidents of municipalities and
federations of municipalities where it established training centers. The aim



of the meeting was to put in place a plan of activities to be implemented and
that meet the needs of all citizens men and women in these regions.
Following this consultation meeting, NCLW organized in collaboration with
the municipalities a series of training sessions and workshops designed to
empower women economically and conducted awareness raising activities
on the prevention of heart illnesses amongst women and early detection of
breast cancer. More than 300 women benefited from these sessions.

The training sessions were provided by a team of trainers from the Lebanese
Association for development- Al Majmoua for economic empowerment, and
by the Women heart Health Center of Yaduna foundation for awareness
about prevention of heart diseases and by volunteer physicians for the early
detection of breast cancer.

DISTRIBUTION OF TRAINING CENTERS ON
THE LEBANESE REGIONS:

Baabda Training Center;
The Federation of Municipalities of the valley and
middle Qayteh- Akkar;

The municipality of Hadath Baalbeck;

The municipality of Chiyah;

The Federation of Municipalities of the Chouf
-Soueijani;

The municipality of Chebaa;

The Federation of Municipalities of Jezzine.

c. Future Plans:
e Draw an action planincluding the activities that will be implemented in 2015
in cooperation with the Municipalities and local NGO’s in the regions.
e Organize training and awareness sessions in the centers where no activities
were implemented in 2014 namely in Chebaa and Jezzine.

> Networking with the ministry of Public Health

NCLW cooperated with the ministry of Public Health in the national awareness
campaign on the early detection of breast cancer. NCLW and MOPH agreed
on a programme for workshops that will be held in the regions. Following the
agreement, a number of physicians participated on a voluntary basis in the
awareness campaigns that were organized for women in the regions of Baakline,
Chiyah and Akkar. More than 98 women participated in the sessions.



During the sessions, information material was distributed explaining the key
steps for the early detection of breast cancer. These sessions were organized in
collaboration with Roche pharmaceutical company.

> Networking with the association “Yaduna- Women Heart Health
Center”.

The plan of action to activate the training centers in 2014 included awareness
raising sessions on prevention of heart diseases amongst women. NCLW
facilitated the organization of three sessions with physicians, a nutritionist and a
social worker in Baalbeck, Akkar and Baakline. 150 women benefited from these
sessions that highlighted the high numbers of women who face heart problems
as a result of the daily life pressure. The participants were informed about risk
factors that cause more than 90% of heart attacks.

> Networking with the “Lebanese Association for Development-Al
Majmoua”

NCLW in cooperation with the “Lebanese Association for Development-Al
Majmoua” organized aseries of workshops on economicempowerment of women
in three training centers (Baakline, Chiyah, Hadath Baalbeck) that benefited 90
women. During the workshops, there was a review and discussion of how to
manage savings and debts in small enterprises run by women. The workshop
also aimed at assessing the participants’ economic needs in the various regions
as a prelude to granting them loans and offering them technical services and
training to launch or expand their economic businesses. During the workshops
there was a presentation on “Najah Loan” (success Loan) that was launched by
NCLW and that offers small and medium size loans to women with low interest
rate.
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> Participation in the Beirut
Marathon and launching of an
electronic campaign to protect minors
from early marriage

For the second consecutive year NCLW
participated in the marathon for women
under the slogan “Enough backward,
Move forward”. NCLW aimed through
its participation in the Marathon at
highlighting the national campaign to
prevent child marriages in Lebanon.
NCLW team prepared short films and
launched an e-campaign on social
media underlining the dangers that
child marriage entails on the girl and
the society at large.

> Implementation of a project to spread environmental friendly
behaviors

In line with the National Strategy for Women in Lebanon (2011-2021) and in
order to spread environmental friendly behaviors NCLW inaugurated a cedars’
forest in Becharreh. This activity was implemented in cooperation with the
“committee of the friends of the Cedars in Becharreh”. This forest includes 1536
cedar tree and was sponsored by five institutions and associations in addition to
366 individuals.

> Seminar on women rights within the framework of a local festival

NCLW participated in a festival organized by Dhour Choueir municipality in Metn
district on women rights. In this context, the team made a presentation on the
main acquired rights of women in Lebanon in the presence of representatives
of the municipality and cultural as well as women associations in Lebanon and
abroad. The presentation highlighted the latest law amendments like maternity
leave for working mothers that was increased to 10 weeks and the law on
income tax and inheritance law. NCLW team stressed on the importance of the
implementation of the law protecting women from domestic violence.

The discussion evolved around the main laws that NCLW endeavored to amend
including Lebanese women'’s right to grant the nationality to their children and
the amendment of the Social Security Law (SSL) in such a way as to ensure
equality between men and women. The participants discussed the practices
that are preventing women from enjoying their basic rights including the right to
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open a bank account for their minor children and only contenting with opening a
fiduciary account that women manage jointly with the bank.

» Organizing a lunch for journalists

On the occasion of the martyrs of the press Day, NCLW organized a lunch to
honor journalists.

This annual gathering aims at raising the awareness of the journalists to the
negative stereotypes affecting women in media material and content.

The lunch was attended by the minister of Information, Ramzi Joreige, the head
of the Press Syndicate Mohammed el Baalbaki, the head of the Editors Syndicate
Elias Aoun, the Vice-President of the National Audio-Visual Council Ibrahim
Awad in addition to a number of officials from various media institutions.

E. Mainstreaming Gender in policies and programs

NCLW continued its efforts to achieve gender mainstreaming in the policies and
programmes of publicinstitutionsandadministrationsthroughthe establishment
and development of a network of gender focal points in these institutions.
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a. Achievementsin 2014
1. Upon the request of NCLW new gender focal points were appointed in the
following ministries and public administrations:
e  Ministry of Environment
e  Ministry of Finance
e Ministry of Information
e Ministry of Justice
e Institute of Judicial Courses
e  Office of the Minister of State for Administrative Reform
e  Public Servants Cooperative-Beirut branch
e Central Inspection Administration
e Higher disciplinary Body
e Institut des Finances Basil Fuleihan

2. A questionnaire was developed to create and update a detailed database of
all gender focal points.

3. The needs of the focal points appointed in 2014 were determined based on
the questionnaire that they were asked to fill.

4. NCLW trained the gender focal points appointed in 2014 on the following
issues:
e Gender concepts;
¢ Role of the national mechanisms in the field of women rights;
¢ Role of the gender focal points and their relation with NCLW;
e International legal framework for the protection of women against
discrimination;
e  Women political and economic participation in Lebanon.
The training was conducted by NCLW team that had been trained in
cooperation with the OHCHR in a training of trainers (TOT) session in 2013.

5. NCLW maintained contact with the gender focal points in the various
ministries and public administrations to continue the compilation of data
relevant to each administration in preparation for the annual report on the
follow-up of the implementation of the Action Plan of the National Strategy
for Women in Lebanon in 2013.

The Ministries that were contacted by NCLW and asked tofill the questionnaire
electronically in order to identify the projects and programmes implemented
in 2013 according to the objectives set by the Action Plan of the National
Strategy:

e  Ministry of Public Health;

e  Ministry of Education and Higher Education;

e Ministry of Interior and Municipalities;

e  Ministry of Labor;

e Ministry of Information;

e  Ministry of Environment;
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e  Ministry of Culture;
e  Ministry of Social Affairs.

b. Future plans:

e Continue to work with the gender focal points network in the ministries and
public institutions with a view to developing their competences;

e Follow-up on the implementation of the Action Plan of the National Strategy
for Women in Lebanon and participate in other projects implemented in
cooperation between NCLW and ministries.

F. Economic Empowerment of Women

Following the Central Bank’s decision dated 5/5/2011 authorizing NCLW to grant
small loans through banks, NCLW launched “Najah Loan” in 2011 allowing
women to benefit from concessional loans for the purpose of financing economic,
industrial, agricultural, touristic, technological and service-based activities.

a. Achievementsin 2014
NCLW continued to grant concessional loans with low interest rates to women
who desire to open and develop their own businesses in the framework of the
“Najah Loan” project that offers small loans as well as subsidized loans through
“Kafalaat”. NCLW signed an agreement with the “Lebanese Association for
Development-Al Majmoua” to provide technical assistance for women who wish
to benefit from NCLW's loans.

This assistance includes:

e Training on how to start and develop a business;
e Creating new ideas for businesses;

e Production elements;

e Marketing;

e Networking;

e Business management;

b. Future plans
Implement the cooperation agreement in order to maximize the number of
women who benefit from this project in all Lebanese regions.

G. Monitoring and reporting the status of women

a. Achievementsin 2014
PREPARING THE CEDAW REPORT
NCLW prepared the official report that combines the fourth and fifth CEDAW
reports. NCLW was officially requested by the ministry of Foreign Affairs to
prepare the official report. The report was prepared in a participatory manner as
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NCLW sought the assistance of academic experts and high level staff in the public
administrations as well as researchers from the Civil Society Organizations.
The pool of experts worked within the framework of a committee established to
determine the progress made in each of the16 articles of the Convention.

The report addressed the comments made by the UN CEDAW committee
on Lebanon’s official report that was submitted in 2006. It also included an
additional part that deals with certain categories of women of which: women
with special needs, female prisoners, refugee and internally displaced women,
women victims of landmines, immigrant women as domestic helpers and elderly
women.

The report drafting committee contacted 22 organizations to gather all the
activities that were conducted during the period covered by the report.

This report highlights the achievements and activities of CSOs working on
women issues in a special addendum that was added to the main report. The
reason is that efforts made in the past years in order to eliminate all obstacles
to achieving equality are not limited to the efforts of official parties but rather
include the efforts of non official parties too.

NCLW launched the official report that combines the fourth and fifth CEDAW
reports in cooperation with the Women Committee of the Bar Association in an
event that was held at the Bar Association in Beirut.

“WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN LEBANESE LEGISLATION: NEW PROVISIONS AND
DESIRED REFORMS”

Within its consultative mission NCLW is updating its legal studies issued
annually. In 2014, there was an update of the legal study issued in 2013 under
the title “Women'’s rights in Lebanese legislation”.

The updated study came out under the title “Women'’s rights in Lebanese
legislation: new provisions and desired reforms”.
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NCLW aimed through this study at compiling all legal provisions that include
discrimination against women as a prelude to the preparation of draft laws
containing amendments to be submitted to the Parliament and Council of
ministers and followed-up for adoption.

Furthermore, this study included all draft laws and amending decrees that
NCLW had previously submitted to the Parliament and Council of ministers and
added to them the amended laws that were issued this year.

PREPARATION OF AREPORT ON WOMEN STATUS 20 YEARS AFTER THE BEIJING
CONFERENCE

NCLW drafted Lebanon’s official report that reviews the progress made in
women status and the main obstacles to this progress 20 years after the Beijing
conference and the adoption of Beijing platform for action.

NCLW submitted this reportto ESCWAwithaviewtodiscussingitinameetingthat
gathers all Arab member states to come up with the relevant recommendations
and operate accordingly in the coming years.

PREPARATION OF THE OFFICIAL UPR REPORT
NCLW prepared the official report on women status that will be presented during
the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) for 2015.

b. Future plans:

ON THE TWO CEDAW AND UPR REPORTS:

e Presentationoftheofficial CEDAW reportanddiscussingitatthe International
Committee;

e Presentation of the UPR report and discussing it at the Human Rights Council
in 2015.

ON THE FOLLOW-UP OF LAWS CONTAINING DISCRIMINATORY PROVISIONS
AGAINST WOMEN

NCLW is working on the preparation of draft laws amending the legal provisions
that include discrimination against women in order to submit them to the
Parliament or Council of Ministers. NCLW will continue its follow-up for the
amendments of the discriminatory clauses.

H. Activating the women Information center and the

e-portal and creating social media pages

1. ACTIVATING THE WOMEN INFORMATION CENTER

The library is continuously engaged in compiling, indexing and classifying
recent references in the fields of women issues and gender. The library offers
visitors such as students and researchers a set of soft and hard versions of
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books, researches, magazines and daily press clippings on gender and women
issues. Visitors can check and conduct an electronic search of all the issues of
“AlRaeda” [the pioneer) magazine that is published by the Institute for Women'’s
Studies in the Arab World- LAU.

The library avails to researchers all updated legal texts as part of the Lebanese
laws set.

2. POPULATING THE E-PORTAL

In the aim to spread knowledge and engage in information exchange on issues
relating to women and gender, NCLW established an E-portal that includes
several sections:

> Electronic Library (E-library)
The e-library allows researchers in women and gender issues access to
bibliographic references that are available at NCLW library as well as the Library
of the Lebanese American University.
The e-libraryalso houses all editions of the Al-Raeda magazine thatis specialized
in women issues and that is published by the Institute for Women’s Studies in the
Arab World- LAU.

> Publication Center
The publication center provides individuals as well as institutions the opportunity
to publish on the web studies, work programs as well as creative projects
concerning women’s issues.

> Women’s Forum
At the women’s forum, activists as well as researchers can meet and discuss
issues on equality between men and women.

> Cyberzone
The Cyberzone provides NGOs the opportunity of owning websites without
incurring any expenses. Through the Cyberzone users will have the opportunity

to communicate and network with other sectors of the women’s movements.

The centre currently lists electronic links to various women'’s associations.
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> The International Center:

The International Center connects the Lebanese women’'s movement to the
women’s movement across the world.

3. NCLW ACTIVISM ON SOCIAL MEDIA

NCLW social media team developed two pages on Facebook and Twitter.
Those two pages allow individuals and institutions to stay tuned to the latest
NCLW'’s activities, trainings and workshops. These pages shed light on NCLW'’s
publications and references pertaining to women issues and gender in Lebanon.

The year 2014 witnessed a greater interaction between active users from both
national and international Civil Society Organizations on NCLW and national
campaign e-pages.

The team posted information instantly from the field and ensured a live coverage
of NCLW’s campaigns and activities on Facebook and Twitter boosting in that
way interaction with a wide pool of actors and e-users.

NCLW'’s Facebook account:
n NationalCommissionForLebaneseWomenNCLW

Facebook account for the National Campaign for Women Rights
“WaynBadna”

n LebaneseNationalCampaignForWomenRightsWayn Badna

Follow NCLW'’s Tweets on Twitter:
(@NclwOrg

To actively participate, publish articles and access the electronic
library specialized in women issues as well as for the exchange

of information between the Lebanese women’s movement and
women’s organizations in the world you can visit NCLW's Electronic
portal http://e-portal.nclw.org.lb/

or visit NCLW’s website on www.nclw.org.lb




LIST OF INSTITUTIONS AND
ASSOCIATIONS THAT COOPERATE

WITH NCLW

Agencies that cooperate with NCLW Mechanism of cooperation

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND ADMINISTRATIONS

Basil Fuleihan Institute for Economy and Finance Organize training sessions for Gender
Focal Points at ministries and public
administrations.

Lebanese Parliament Follow up on the laws being reviewed
by parliamentary committees for their
adoption.

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

St Joseph University A cooperation memorandum specifying
common projects (legal, environmental,
economic and health)

Institute of Political Sciences (ISP) at St Joseph  Joint cooperation between ISP and NCLW
University regarding awareness raising projects on
Human Rights issues

Lebanese American University A memorandum of Understanding to
activate the cooperation between the
libraries of LAU and NCLW as well as in
other fields.

MINISTRIES

Ministry of Social Affairs Joint cooperation between MOSA and
NCLW regarding the enhancement of
women participation in politics and
decision making positions.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Joint cooperation between the ministry
of Foreign affairs and NCLW for the
preparation of all reports on the status of
women in Lebanon.

Ministry of Public Health Joint cooperation between MOPH and
NCLW during the national awareness
raising campaign on early detection of
breast cancer.
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WOMEN ASSOCIATIONS

The Institute for Women'’s Studies in the

Arab World - LAU - Lebanese Council of
Women - National Committee for the Follow

up of Women'’s Issues - League for Lebanese
Women’s Rights - National Coalition for the
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women - Working Women League in
Lebanon - Association of the House of women
In the South - Lebanese Democratic Women
Gathering - Women’s Committee of the Beirut
Bar Association - Lebanon Family Planning
Association for development and family
empowerment - Association of the Lebanese
women in Universities - Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Agriculture of Beirut and Mount
Lebanon - Commission to encourage the role
of women in the National decision making
process - Women Rights Club at St Joseph
University - Lebanese Center for Human Rights
- Kafa (enough) violence and exploitation - Amel
Association - Armenians Relief Cross - As -
Safadi Foundation - ALEF - Association for
mother and child care - Abaad - Al Azm wal
Saada Association - CRTDA Center for Research
and Training for Developmental Action - Forum
for Development Culture and Dialogue - Imam
Sadr Foundation - Social Movement - SMART
Center - YWCA - Network of Arab NGOs for
Development - Lebanese League for Women

in Business - LLWB - Women League of Deir

el Ahmar - Female - National Committee to
fight violence against women - Makhzoumi

Foundation - Al Nahda gathering - YMCA - Avenir

Liban - Lebanese Association for Development

- Al Majmoua - Jabal Amel Women Association

- Social Welfare Institutions - Women In Front -
Muslim Young Girls Association - ACT Advocating
Communities for tomorrow - Beirut social
development association - Mothers Committee.

Lebanese Council of Women

Yadouna Association - Women Heart Health
Center

Partners of NCLW in the national
campaign to amend the provisions in
legislation that discriminate economically
against women The Long Road Ahead” as
well as in the consultative gathering for
the adoption of a plan of action to amend
the above - mentioned provisions.

A cooperation memorandum to implement
projects aimed at improving the situation
of women.

Cooperation with the Women Heart
Health Center for the awareness on the
importance of heart disease prevention.

DEVELOPMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS
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CRTDA Cooperation aimed at the adoption of
a draft law recognizing the right of the
Lebanese woman to grant her nationality
to her family.

Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation A memorandum of cooperation aimed at
equipping training centers in the regions.

Bar Association of Beirut A cooperation memorandum to organize
projects on the legal situation of women in
Lebanon.

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY & AGRICULTURE

Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture A memorandum of cooperation to
of Beirut and Mount Lebanon. promote the participation of women in the
economy.

Fransabank A cooperation memorandum to finance
small and medium loans in the context of
the ‘Najah Loan’ program.

MICRO FINANCE INSTITUTIONS

Al majmoua A cooperation memorandum to provide
technical assistance for women who wish
to benefit from NCLW's loans.

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Arab Women Organization Cooperation through projects and training
provided by the AWO to members.

UN AGENCIES

United Nations Fund for Population GEM Project: Gender mainstreaming
project (to include a gender perspective in
projects and policies),

Cooperation for drafting the National
Action Plan to implement the National
Strategy for Women in Lebanon;

Launching of two comprehensive
studies on “Women’s rights in Lebanese
legislation” published in 2013 and 2014.

Cooperation for the printing of Lebanon’s
official report on CEDAW

United Nations Office of the High Commissioner  Organization of training courses for
for Human Rights trainers on gender related issues and
development.
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